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Enclosed is a memorandum concerning the work of the 

Municipal Code Coumittee in fonnulating legtslation which will be 

submitted to the 1967 Legislature. The Committee has worked long 

and hard to create a set of laws which will permit city government 

to operate more efficiently. 

Within the near future we will have completed the 

draft of our proposed legislation. The draft will be submitted 

to a Citizens Advisory Committee composed of various public officials 

in city government along with representatives of the general public. 

After receiving their comments and making such revisions as the 

Conanittee deems necessary, the code 7 in its final form, will be sent 

to you. 
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June 13, 1966 

A REVIEW OF THE OBJECTIVES OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
COMMIT:rEE; A SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTERS OF THE OPTIONAL 

MUNICIPAL CODE AS PREPARED TO DATE; AND A SURVEY OF THE 
AREAS TO BE COMPLETED 

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 115, Laws of 1965, Extraordinary 
Session, a Municipal Code Committee was appointed comprised of the following: 

State Se'llB.tor Martin J. Durkan, Chairman 
Mr. Marsha.11 McCormick, Tacoma City Attorney, Vice-Chairman 
State Representative Daniel G. Marsh 
Mayor George H. Salzer of Steilacoom 
Mayor Willard T. Sampson of Camas 

Chapter 115, Laws of 1965 (Ex. Sess.) permitted either a complete revision 
of the existing laws relating to municipal corporations or an alternative code 
of laws for an elective classification of cities with powers and procedures 
which could be adopted by any existing municip.ality desiring to avail itself 
of the benefits of the optional municipal code. The committee determined to 
follow the latter course of developing and presenting the proposed new 
municipal code so as to avoid the resistance which could be expected to result 
from an attempt to adopt a new code designed to have mandatory application to 
all municipalities of the stace. 

The purpose of the proposed optional code is to provide a modern simplified 
form of 111.1o.icipal government which eventually will replace the outmoded code 
of laws adopted in 1890 and will eliminate the existing four cla.sses of cities 
with their confusing variation in powers and will replace thein with two classes 
of code cities which will have uniform powers and procedures and will afford 
citizens and officials the greatest possible opportunity, short of constitu­
tional home rule, to improve the structure, authority and responsiveness of 
their local government. 

The basic objectives to be achieved in the optional municipal code are: 

(1) Flexibility in organization through local determination of govern­
mental structure to meet demands placed on city government by today's complex 
urban problems; 



(2) The elimination of conflicting or divided authority among of fices 
and boards to create greater responsibility and responsiveness of elected and 
appointed officials by reduction or elimination of state-mandated offices, 
boards and overlapping agencies; 

(3) Simplicity of procedures to permit efficiency and economy of 
operation by replacing the present diversity of authority with uniform author­
ity and procedures; 

(4) The broad grant o~ home rule authority to nrunicipalities without 
a specified enumeration of powers, thus avoiding continuously burdening the 
state legislature with a nrultiplicity of municipal housekeeping bills at each 
session; and 

(5) Modernization of budget, accounting and administration methods to 
encourage better management of public funds, while retaining controls and 
safeguards for the accounting thereof and uniformity of classification for 
the meaningful reporting and analysis of need and uses thereof. 

To date, the committee has p~epared, considered and tentatively approved 
thirteen chapters, including Chapters 35A.Ol through 35A.12 and 35A.33 which 
will be briefly described below. Additionally, the committee has prepared 
and held preliminary discussions on chapters relating to the mayor-council 
and council-manager plans of government including the Chief Administrative 
Officer variation, emphasizing and delineating a clear separation of powers. 
The committee has completed a preliminary survey of the problems relating to 
granting municipalities greater powers of taxation or revenue production. 

Summaries of the sections of the first twelve chapters are attached hereto 
and are self-explanatory of the subject matter of the chapters, but a further 
comment with reference to the purpose and content of the several chapters may 
be helpful in illustrating the manner in which the chapters carry out the ob­
jectives of the committee. 

Chapter 35A.01 contains general provLsions interpreting the purpose and policy 
of the optional code; to confer upon the two optional classes of cities created 
thereunder the broadest powers of local self-government consistent with provi­
sions of the constitution of the State of Washington. 

Section 35A.Ol.020 provides for a code city without a charter 1i7i.thout regard 
to the population thereof, and specifies that it may have one of several 
optional forms of government. 

Section 35A.Ol.030 provides that a code city having a population of at least 
10,000 inhabitants may adopt a charter and be governed under any form of 
government established therein. 

Subsequent sections of Chapter 3SA.Ol contain general prov~sions with reference 
to the sufficiency of petitions employed for a variety of puxposes under the 
optional code and provide certainty as to form and procedure of such petitions. 

Chapter 35A.02 contains procedure for an existing municipality to become a 
non-charter code city and for selecting a plan of government thereunder, and 
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further provides for separate methods ancl procedures whereby an existi.ng city 
or town may elect to become a non-c.harter code city and ruakes specific provi­
sicm for use of the procedures there enumerated. The code cities arc grantetl 
a broad option "1ith respect to forms of government, so't.hat the cities 
electing to come under the new code may accept the modernized forms of govern­
ment providetl or elect to retain tbE:' form previously employed by such city. 

Chapter .JSA.03 provides procedure for incorporation as a non-charter code 
city and specifies the content of a petition for incorporation, contains pro­
visions for an expeditious hearing on the petition and provides stan~ards 
gClvcrning the board of county commissioners' consid€ration of boundaries. 
The chapt~r also provides an election me thod for incorporati~n with time 
schedules for the procedure, and provision foe the collection of road district 
taxes tbcrctoforE' levic,1 hut uncollected and for the continuation o'f servic{' 
of fire prntecticm and librat·y districts at the option o.f thE: newly incorpor­
ated ~on-charter code city. 

Chapter 35A.04 contains provisions for the incorporation of an inter-county 
area as a :ion-charter code. city. with the development of urban areas spreading 
across county boundaries in metropolitan areas, such incorporation of an inter­
county area is becoming increasingly important. This chapter provides pro­
cedure to solve the complicated problems involved and provides for consolida­
tion and annexation of inter-county areas under similar circumstances. Follow­
ing incorporation, annexation or consolidation, the inter-county municipality's 
powers will be similar to those of a nruuicipality wholly within one county. 

Chapter 35A.05 provides for the consolidation of two or more contiguous 
municipal corporations as a non-charter code city and eliminates the technical 
qualifications and -conditions that have made the present laws relating to con­
solidation of munf.cipalities of little practical value. 

Chapter 35A.06 provides for the abandoruneat or change of a plan of government 
by a non-charter code city, while retaining the latter classification, and 
also provides for the abandonment of a non-charter code city classification 
allowing return to that city's former classification and form of governn~nt. 
The greatest possible options are afforded to the cities under this chapter 
so a$ to peTIT1it reorganizati~n in the event of a future desire to abandon a 
code city classification. The provisions for such options were not the result 
of anv belief that code cities ,,.,ould thereafter desire to take advantage of 
such privilege:;, but rather were pn.ivided to allay any fear or concern of 
officials of an existing non-code city which might otherwise hinder a proposed 
chanse of classification to adopt the benefits of the optional code city 
classification. 

Chapter 35A.07 specifies the procedure for any non-code city having a charter 
to oecome a charter code city by: (a) a direct petition signed by electors 
equal to 50 percent of the vote in the last municipal election authorizing the 
city's legislative body to pass a resolution expressing the electorate's in­
tention to become a charter code city, and providing for a referendum to the 
voters if desired; (b) or pToviding,as an alternative, that the council might 
adopt a resolution, without a petition, subject also to referendum to the 
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voters· or (c) providing that a lessor number of resident electors might sign 
a peti~ion calling for an election on the proposition of changing the classi­
fication to a code city. 

Chapter 35A.08 provides procedure for adoption of a charter as a charter code 
city by a municipality not previously having a charter, which may be initiated 
by a petition signed by 20 percent of the electorate, or by a resolution of 
the legislative body; and specifies, in detail, the p~ocedure for det~nnina­
t ion of population, selection of freeholders for the charter commission and 
other procedural steps. 

Chapter 35A.09 makes provision for amendment or revision of code city's 
charters, which action may be initiated by a resolution of the legislative 
body of the city or by a petition signed by 20 percent of the voters voting 
at the last general municipal election and details the procedure to be fol lowed,. 

Chapter 35A.l0 contains provisions applicable to the adoption or abandonment 
of charter code city classification but r equires that the code city classi­
fication be tried for six years before abandorunent is permitted. 

Chapter 35A.ll contains a broad statement of rights, powers and privileges of 
the code cities which are classified as charter code cities and non-charter 
code cities. The chapter expresses the state legislature's intent to confer 
the greatest power of local self-government, consistent with provisions of 
t he State Constitution, upon the cities and directs that the laws be liberally 
construed in favor of the city as a clear mandate to abandon the so-called 
"Dillon's Rule" of construction. In addition to the general grant of broad 
powers, the chapter makes clear that existing laws relating to eminent domain, 
borrowing, taxation and a variety of other powers, where not in.consistent with 
the provisions of the optional munici pal code, shall be available to the code 
cities, and grants to the code cities the broadest power of inter-governmental 
cooperation and action. It will be noted that there is no specific enumera­
tion of powers nor a different classification of powers between the charter 
and non-charter code cities excepting for the authority to create a charter. 

Chapter 35A.12 gives provision for one of the two principal forms of govern­
ment recommended for the code cities, to wit: the mayor-council plan or fonn 
of government. Unless the city's charter provides for elective boards, com- · 
missions or offices , the city's only elective officers would be the mayor and 
legislative body. The number, designation and duties of other appointive 
officers of the city are to be prov,ided by the charter or ordinances of the 
city, leaving the city t he broadest possible authority to provide for its own 
plan or form of government and will permit the variant form of Chief Adminis­
trative Officer Plan. 

Since other. general laws govern the appointment of a police or municipal 
judge, reference is made to the general laws as being applicable to the code 
cities. 

De.tails are provided with reference to forfeiture of office and filling 
vacancies and broad authority is given to each city to determine the salary 
of its mayor and councilmen. 
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Chapter 35A.13 provides for the second principal form of government,, namely 
the Council-Manager Plnn which, aside from the manner. of selection of such 
executive officer, bis tenure and his authority, grat1ts similar powers to 
those granted under the mayor-council plan. 

Chapter 35A.14 relating to annexations to code cities retains all of the 
cxistinu methods of annexation and adds, as an alternative to the present 11ad 
hoc 11 annexation review board, a standing county boundary review board in an 
cff ort to obtain more objective decisions upon questions of desirability of 
annexation of areas to municipalities and of transfers of assets and functions 
of special service districts. 

Chapter 35A.33 contains substantial t11odifications from present laws relating 
to budgeting and accounting for code cities. Although provision is made for 

.a time schedule on budget procedures for the benefit of. sn~ller municipalities, 
flexibility has been provided for the expenditure of the.appropriations, and 
a change in fonnat contemplates that code cities niay operate under a fiscal 
year instead of the ~urrent calendar year. The chapter requires a budget 
n!essa&e for IU(dium a.nd larger cities it~ an effort to emphasize the city's 
fiscal program rather than the detailed item or object budgeting required by 
our present law. Greater flexibility is provided for transfers of appropria­
tions within .a fund and for the reduction, revocation or recall of unexpended 
funds, permittins the amendment of the budget and reappropriation of funds so 
released for other purpo&es. The present ai·chai.c classificat:i.on of accounts 
is dropped and provision is made for more meaningful modern classification. 

We shall direct our attention nw to a survey of the areas to be complctccl. 

TAXATIO~ 

Intensive study of the problem of granting municipalities the authority of 
local taxation for local purposes ·has been und~rtaken and material bas been 
futnish~d to the code conmiittce on sources of revenue available to the muni­
cipalities, together with a historical resume' of attempts to change or 
materially add to the tax structure of the state. The legal and constitutional 
Questions involved have been noted together with a sumn1c1.ry of the tax sources 
prc~cntly preempte.<1 by the state. This material has been examined and con­
sidered by the e0tru9ittee and alternative provisions for authority will be con­
sidered by a~visory groups as to the areas wherein additional tax authorily 
inigbt be given to the cities and where state pre-emption should be relaxed as 
an aid chereto. 

INI'!'IATIVB AND REFERENDUM 

The committee has d.irected that voters of code cities be given the power and 
use -of the Initiative and the Referendum to the same extent as presently 
available to non-code cities plus the additional uses provided_ by the new 
sections governing transfer from non-code to code city classifications. 

MISCELLANF.OUS PO'WERS AND DUTIES 

In addition to the provisions in Title 35, the other titles of RCW contain 
substantive provisions governing the duties, authorities and procedures of 
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municipalities which the Statute Law Conimittee has deeraed to he more 
appropriately grouped unde1· other titles., The Gode R~visor l1as reco•.r.nend.cc.l 
that provisions of other titles and chapters be made available to code citi.cs 
by L'efercucc to the desired sections or chapters rather than attc.>m!)ti11g to 
transfer or recodif.:y such sections undct" Title 35 or Title 35A (thP. optio:-ial 
municipal code), hei.ice the committee has g.tvcn directions to· include ~~ithin 
the new optf.c.nal code those other general ·?rovi:>ions of our statutes relating 
to the election, qualification, conduct and authority of the municipalities 
and thci~ of.fice.rs which proYisions are presently scatter:ed t.l\rough 77 other 
titles in the Revised Code of ~Jashington by rcfe.i:ence to the existing chapter 
alld sections without attempting to duplicate or parallel the material in tl-ie 
proposed RCW 35A. 

We append hereto a list of the other sections and subject ~atters ~elating 
to this dissemination of information through other titles. 

' .. 



SUMMA .. 'llY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.01 

Interpretation of Terms 

35A.Ol.Ol0 States the purpose and policy of this act, which is to 
confer broadest possible powers of local self-government 
on the two classes of cities created by this act. 

35A.Ol .020 Defines "non-charter code city": any city, regardless 
of population, which has elected to be govented by this 
optional code by becoming a non-charter code city. 

35A.01.030 Defines "charter code city11
: any city having at least 

10,000 population which has elected to be governed by 
this optional code and its charter, as a charter code 
city. 

35A.Ol.040 Suffici~ncy of Petitions - establishes rules by which the 
·sufficiency of petitions is to be determined. Lays down 
some requirements which are mandatory as to all petitions 
and others which are directory as to all but initiative 
and referendum petitions. Includes z:ules with regard to 
the validity of signatures, and who must sign when 
signatures of property owners are required. 



SUMMARY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.02 

Procedure for Incorporated Municipality to Become a Non-~hartcr Code City -
Selection of Plan of Government 

Chapter 35A.02 sets up procedures whereby any existing city or town tnay 
become a non-charter code city, with or without a reorganization of city·or 
town goverrunent. 

Four methods are provided: 

A. Without Election " 35A.02.020 - .050 

1. Direct Petition Method - Upon a fifty percent petition seeking 
reclassification either (a) retaining existing plan of govern­
ment, or (b) selecting one of the plans authorized by this 
code (Mayor-Council and Council-Manager), the council passe$ 
a resolution to record the electoral decision to become a 
non-charter code city with the plan of government designated. 
(.020) 

2. Resolution Method - Council takes initiative for reclassifica­
tion, with or without reorganization of plan of government, by 
passing a resolution of intent. (.030) 

Under both Method l and Method 2, the resolution is subject to 
referendum, but if not referred within ninety days, the legis­
lative body effects the reclassification and the reorganization, 
if any, by ordinance. The ordinance or ordinances are recorded 
with the secretary of state and the city becomes a non-charter 
code city upon such filing; except that, if a new plan of govern­
ment has been selected, reclassification and reorganization do 
not become effective until new officers have been elected at the 
next municipal election thereafter, general or special. 

B. With Election - 35A.02.060 - .130 

3. Petition for Election Method - Twenty percent petition for 
election on the question of becoming a non-charter code city, 
designating in the petition the plan of government desired. 

4. Resolution . for Election Method - Resolution of the council 
for election on question of becoming a non-charter code city 
with designation of plan of government. 



:imrn11;.u:y of Chapter 35A.02 (continue d) 

At d :c dcction resnltin(; from either of the e lection methods, 
propo~als tor alternative authorizecl plans of gove rnmeut n:ay uE' 
plact:d on the: ballot: by timely petition. Can<li<lates may file 
under each plan all.d the officers el~cted unde r the plan r<,;:ceiving 
th<: n.ajririty of votes cast becoruE' the new officers of t he non­
chartc>:" code city. 

35A. 02 .100 specifies the content of the notice of election. 

35A.02.110 sets forth the meth<.ld C>f canvassiog and declaring the results. 

35A. 02 .120 RE'c lassification antl reorganization is effective upon. issuance 
of c~rtif icatc of election to new officers. 

JSA.02.l SO provides that the prtition-for-election and resolution-for­
electi~n methods may be used to adopt the classification of non-charter 
code cit.r withoat a chan~e of plan of government. 

35A.02.140 proviJes for orderly disposition of the first petition or 
resolution filed under this chapter to the exclusion of other petitions 
or resolutions "'1hich -would initiate similar proceedings or elections. 



SUMMARY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.03 

Incorporation as Non-Charter Code City 

35A.03.0l0 An unincorporated area with 300 inhabitants may incorporate 
as a non-charter code city, except that there must be 5000 
inhabitants if within 5 miles of a city of 15,000. 

35A.03.020 Petition for incorporation must contain signatures equal to 
twenty percent of votes in area in last state election. 

35A. 03.030 Petition shall designate plan of goverrunent, proposed name, 
describe boundaries> and give number of inhabitants. 

3SA.03.035 County auditor determines compliance with 35A.03.010, 
checks legal description and validity of signatures and 
transmits to county commissione~s. 

35A.03.040 Publication of notice of hearing on petition - one publica­
tion, between IO and 3 days prior to hearing. 

35A.03.050 Petition to be received at regular or special meeting of 
board of county commissioners, within thirty days. within 
ten days if estimate of inhabitants exceeds 1500. 

35A.03.060 Standards are set for the board's consideration of 
boundaries. Hearing may be conti~ued not to exceed two 
months in all. Election date is to be set at conclusion 
of hearing, for within 60 days thereafter. 

35A.03.070 Board establishes boundaries based on standards given in 
35A.03.060. Any decrease not to exceed 20 p~rccnt or 
reduce below requirements of 35A.03.010. 

35A.03.075 Method of determining population: Number of dwelling 
units x 2.95. Tilis is the formula prescribed in RCW 35.04.070. 

35A.03.080 Election on question of incorporation and of officers. 

35A.03.085 Candidates shall file for of fices under plan of government 
and may withdraw - no fee - placement of names on ballot 
prescribed. 

35A.03.090 Election conducted as provided by general law. 

35A.03.100 Notice of election - contents. 



Sumniai:-y of Chapter 35A.03 (co1\thtued) 

35A.03.110 Pr~paration of ballots by connty prosacuting attorney. 

JSA.01.120 County canvaAsing board certifies election results. If 
vote .is favoi:ahle, board of county conm1issicncrs isi>ues 
t>rder of incorporation, to be filed -with secretary of state. 

35A.03. l30 Incorporation is complete upon filing 0£ order. Term of 
new officers: lmtil next municipal election,, uoless held 
1.1ithtn 75 days,, in whJ.ch case terms run lrntil second elec­
tion follo..:ing i ncoq>oration. 

J5A,.03. ll•O No other petiti.on for incorporai:ion or annexation i.s to 
be acted upon while a petition is pending, ~ut the petition 
may be withdrawn anti amended by a majority of. the signers. 

JSA.03.150 Road district taxes levied but not collected are to be 
paid to the new non-charter code city. 

35A.03.lb0 Services of fire protection and library districts shall 
b~ continued at the option of the non-charter code city. 



Slil1MA.RY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.04 

Incorporation of Intercounty Area 

35A.04.0l0 Defit'li tions - reference to "principal" county ofrice rs is 
to officers of county havin.g largest number of inhattitants 
involved in the incorporation. 

35A.04.020 Any intercounty area may incorporate as a non-ch3rte-r 
code city except that an area within five miles of a city 
of 15,000 must have 5,000 or more inhabit.ants. 

35A .Ol•.030 Petition for incorporation is presented to pdncipal county 
auditor, must contain signatures equal to 20 percent of the 
area-votes in the last state election and n~st desl&natc 
one of the authorized plans of go11erm11ent , proposf'd bo1md­
aries, and number of inhabitants in e.ach county. 

35A.04. 040 Each county auditor determines the sufficiancy of the 
petitiol'1 as to his own county, principal auditor fir.,.t, 
with 30-day time limit for each. Principal .:tuditor traM­
mits to principal board of county con111issioners. 

35A.04 .050 Within 10 days principal boai:d meets anc1 sets 3 date for 
hearing after consultation with other boards. Hearing is 
to be within 35 days of receipt of petition. P«!tit.:ion 
and notice are to be published once between 10 and '3 days· 
before hearing. 

35A.04 .060 The boards meet jointly for hearing petition. Standards 
are set for consideration of boundaries. 

35A.04 .070 Establishment of boundaries is to be ba!icd on the standards 
set in 35A. 04.060 and areas may be included or excluded as 
may be reasonabfo, just, and for the public welfare. 
Inch1sion o:~ te-r.ritory requires consent of 20 perc~nt of 
voters in that area and area n~y not be decrea~ed below 
5,000 when within 5 miles of city of 15~000. Boundaries 
are to be set ~·1ithin 5 1ays of conclusion of hearing and 
it may be done by joint order, with majority of each board 
concurring. 

35A.04.080 Determination of population - nwuber of dwelling units 
x 2.95 (Formula found in RCW 35.04.070). 



Sumn1a ry of. Chapter 35A. Ol1 (ccintimwd) 

JSA.Ol., .• 090 Wi.thi.11 60 clayt; e.fter dt:.ten11inatinr1 c1f boundariE~~~, 
pi·incJ.pal ccuuty auditor conducts electiou upon the 
quei.:t:i<>L! C'f incorporation under plan pr.opos£>d and fcir 
dection o:f. of (icen. Costs of elect: ion are ·borne by 
new non-chartc·c code city if: vote- is favm:'able; pro­
portiNi.ai:~ly by E:ach county if unsuccess.ful. 

35A. 04.100 <.::arn.liclotes sl:a11 file for offices under plan of goverru •. "'!nt 
proposed ~md may withdraw - no fee - place of names c•n 
ballot prescribed. 

35A. 04 .. 110 Notice of election .. contents. 

3SA. O!f., 120 rre:paration of ballots is by principal prosecuting attOrtlcy. 

35A.04.130 Returns to he canvassed by principal county canvassing 
board. If vote i$ favorable a joint order of incorp~ration 
is iss~ed, to be filed with secretary of state. 

35A.04.140 Incorporation is complete upon filing of the order of in­
corporation. Successf:ul candidates assume office and serve 
until the next gener;i.J municipal election> unless it is 
within seventy-five days, when their tenn continues until 
the second succeeding. election. 

35A. Olt .• 150 For municipal elections thereafter the auditor in each 
county closes registration files as required by RCW 29.07.160 
and perforws duties relating to records or equipment in his 
custody. 

35A.04.160 County duties are to be performed and county powers exer­
cised by the officers of the principal county involved and 
any costs are to be borne by counties proportionately 
according to population. 

35A.04.170 Duties in regard to taxes are to be performed by the county 
auditor of the area involved and data and money are to be 
submitted to principal county officer and transmitted to 
corporate officers of· non-charter code city when indicated. 
Costs to be distributed proportionately. 

35A.04.180 An intercounty non-charter code city may consolidate or 
annex territory as if it were formed in only one county. 



SUNMARY 

TI'L'LE 35A 

OPTIO~AL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.05 

Consolidation of 1\.70 or More Co-.1tiguous Nunicipal Corpornt ions a~ a l\uu­
~rt~r Code Cit_y 

35A .05 .010 Two or more coati~uou~ municipal corporations 111ay consoli­
date as· a non-charter code city and are considercc con­
tiguous when separated by water or tidclancls. 

Two methods are provided for obtaining an election on consoli\lat ion: 

35A.05 ,020 Resolution for Election - joint resolution of two or more 
contiguous municipal corporation~, by majority vote o( 
each, calling for an election on consolidation, naming 
one of the authorized plans. Resolution to set date for 
election not less than 90 nor more than 180 days after 
passage of resolution, or the question may be submitted at 
the next municipal election, if to be held within 180 days. 

35A.05.030 A petition or resolution may contain a proposal for 
assumption of a general obligation indebtedness of a 
component corporation by the consolidated non-charter 
code city. The proposal may limit such burden to properties 
benefited by the improvement for which the indebtedness was 
inct•rred. 

35A.05.040 Petition for Consolidation - to be filed with the legisla­
tive body of one of the corporations, signed by voters 
equalling 20 per~ent of the votes cast in the last munici­
pal election, naming an authorized plan of government. 
If petition is sufficient, legislative body submits question 
to voters at next municipal election, if within 180 days, 
or at special election not less than 90 nor more than 180 
days after petition filed. 

35A.05.050 Legislative body receiving petition shall notify other 
corporations involved concerning the petition and the 
election date. 

35A.05.060 Election of officers upon approval of consolidation and 
plan of government. 

35A.05.070 Notice of election - contents. 

35A.05.080 Ballot titles to be prepared as provided in RCW 29.27.060; 
placement of names of candidates on ballot is prescribed. 
Any proposal for assumption of indebtedness shall be stated 
as a separate proposition on the ballot. 



Suriniary of Chapter 35A.05 (continued) 

35A.05.090 Returns are to be canvassed separately in each corporation 
and a copy of the statement of votes is to be filed with 
each legislative body. If the majority vote in each cor­
poration favors consolidation~ the legislative bodies meet 
in joint convention to prepare an abstract of votes and 
declare the consolidation and file a copy with the secretary 
of state. 

35A.05.100 Upon the filing of the abstract of election with the 
secretary of state, consolidation as non-charter code city 
will be eflecti¥e. 

35A .. 05.l10 Upon inuance of certificates of election, the new officers 
shall begin their termsJ which will run until the next 
general municipal election unless to be held within 75 
days, in vhich ' case their terms shall run until the second 
election following consolidation. 

35A.05.120 Coses of cle~tion are borne by new non-charter code city, 
if the vote is favorable, proportionately by the corpora-
tions involved, according to population ratio, if unsuccessful. 

35A.OS.130 '11le property of former corporations vests in the consoli­
dated non-charter code- city. When any property is sold by 
the consolidated city, the proceeds are to be applied to 
any debts of s~ch former corporation if any exist at the 
time of sale. 

35A.OS.140 Consolidation shall not affect claims or choses in action 
for or against foTIDer corporations, or pending .proceedings. 
Claims are to be collected by the non-charter code city 
and the proceeds applied to p•ynient of any just claims 
against the city for which collected. '{'he non-charter code 
city 1a1y levy taxes against property in a component city 
when necessary to pay cl~ims against it. 

35A.05.150 Continuation of ordinances not in conflict with laws of 
consolidated non-charter code city until superseded or 
repealed. No disc~arge of liability for violati9n incurred 
prior to consolidation. 

J5A.05.l60 No taxation of property within one former corpor•tion to 
pay indebtedness of another component corporation; except 
that when a petition or resolution specifically provides 
for ,ssumption of indebtedness and such proposal is 
approved by 60 percent of the votes, the burden of taxation 
to pay the indebtedness may 'be apportioned. 



SUMMARY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.06 

~ovisions Applicable to Adoption and Abandonment of Non-Charter Code 
_City Classification or Plan of Government 

35A.06.010 Each optional plan of government declared a complete form of 
government for submission to voters or for adoption by resolu­
tion of legislative body. 

35A.06.020 Existing classifications and laws relating thereto will not 
apply to non-charter code city, which, by adopting such 
classification, elects to be governed under this optional 
code. 

35A.06.030 Any non-charter code city which has operated under a plan 
of government for more than six years may abandon it and 
either adopt another plan authorized for non-charter code 
cities or adopt a plan authorized under the general law. 
In the latter event, such city will no longer be governed 
under this optional code but will be governed by the general 
law. · ": 

35A.06.040 An election on the proposal for abandonment of a plan of 
government and adoption of a different plan may be initi­
ated by resolution of the legislative body or by petition 
signed by voters equal to 20 percent of the votes cast in 
the last general municipal election. 

35A.06.050 The proposition may be voted upon at either a general 
municipal election or a special election. The ballot 
statement shall make clear the effect of adoption of the 
revised plan as to whether or not it will mean abandonment 
of the optional code. 

35A.06.060 Reorganization under the plan adopted will be complete upon 
the election of officers at the next succeeding biennial 
election. If the new plan selected is not one authorized 
for non-charter code cities, the city ceases to be a non­
charter code city and reverts to the classification held by 
such city formerly, if any, or to the highest class for 
which qualified by population and is thereafter governed 
by the general law. 

35A.06.070 Authorizes abandonment of non-charter code city classifi­
cation and the optional code 'without a reorganization, 



S11mmary of Chap ter 35A. 06 (cont i nued) 

and rcclas s ifi.cation under the general law. Procedures 
s~t forth in this chapter may be used , as applicable . 

3SA.06.080 After reclassification or change of plan, no subsequent 
change is peL\td.ttcd fo!' 6 yeat·s. Exception: A non-charter 
code city roay adopt a charter and become a charter code 
city without waiting 6 years. 



SUMMARY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.07 

Procedure for Citl Operatin& under Charter to Become a Chart~r Code City 

35A.07 .010 Any charter city of 10,000 population may become a charter 
code city and be governed under this optional code. 

35A .. 07.020 

35A.07.025 

35A.07.030 

Direct petition method. Upon the filing of a sufficient 
petition with signatures equal to 50 percent of the vote 
in the last municipal election, the legislative body passes 
a resolution expressing the electoral decision to become a 
charter code city and publishes the resolution at least 
once. If no referendum petition is filed within ninety 
days, an ordinance is passed effecting the reclassification. 

The resolution is to be referred tor confinnation or re­
jection by the voters upon the filing of a referendum 
petition. 

-· Resolution method. Legislative body may, by resolution, 
declare its intent to adopt for the city the classification 
of charter code city. If the resolution is not referred to 
the voters within ninety days an ordinance is passed 
effecting the reclassification. 

35A.07.035 A resolution under 3SA.07.030 is subject to referendum. 

35A.07o040 When an ordinance is passed as provided in 35A.07.020 or 
35A.07.030, a certified copy thereof is filed with the 
secretary of state, whereupon such city becomes a charter 
code city, governed under the optional code. 

35A.07.050 Petition-for~Election Method. Upon the filing of a 
petition containing signatures equal to 20 percent of the 
votes in the last municipal election, seeking adoption of 
the classification of charter code city~ the legislative 
body submits the question to the voters at the next general 
election if within 180 days, or at special election not 
less than 90 days, nor more than 180 days thereafter. 

35A.07.060 Resolution for Election. Election initiated by the legisla· 
tive body. 
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Summary of Chapter 35A.07 (continued) 

35A.07.070 Election on reclassification - if a majority vote is in 
favor, the city becO'mes a charter code city upon certifi­
cation of the record of election to secretary of state, 
and is thereafter governed under the optional code. 



SUMMARY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.08 

Procedure for Adoption of Charter as Charter Code City 

35A.08.0l0 Any city of 10,000 population may adopt a char t er under 
the provisions of thi s chapter and become a c harter code 
city governed under the option.al code. 

35A.08 0 C)20 Population is determined by figures released for the most 
recent state or federal census. 

35A.08.030 Resolution or .£_etition for election. By a 20 percent 
petition, or by resolution of the legislat ive body the 
question whether a city shall adopt a charter and become 
a charter code c ity may be submitted to the voters in a 
general o~ speci al election. At the 'same election, pro­
vision is to be made for <> lection of fifteen freeholders 
to be the charter commiss i on if the vote is favorable. 

Candidates for charter connnission must be nominated by 
petition of ten voters, and nms t be freeholders, qualified 
electors and res idents for two years . 

35A.08.040 Deals with the organi zation of the charter commission, 
quorum, majority vote of whole membership required. 
Duties of the commiss ion are describ ed. 

35A.08.050 Expens es of commission members are to be paid by the city. 
The legislative body may make appropriation for expenses 
of public discus sion and information and/or to provide . 
technical or clerical assis tance. With any such appropriation 
or wit h private funds, the commission may hire consultants and 
assistants. 

35A.08.060 The commission must hold at least one public hearing and 
may promote public education and interest . 

35A.08.070 Yithin sixty days of the first meeting the charter shall be 
presented to the legi slative body of the city~ which within 
five days, shall start election proceedings and set an 
election. date. The charter is to be published once each 
week for four weeks next preceding election days. Notice is 
to be given as required by law. The first officers under 
the new charter are to be elected at the same election. 



Sunnnary of Chapter 35A.08 (continl1ecl) 

35A. 08. 080 The e lee ti on is conducted according to the laws governi.n.g 
.elections in such city. 

35A.08.090 Ballot titles are to be prepared by the city attorney. 

35A.08.l00 Within ten days after approval of the charter, the new 
officers shall qualify as provided in the cha~ter and at 
12:00 noon on the tenth day their term shall begin and the 
charter shall be authenticated, recorded, attested and go 
into effect, and the city shall become a charter code city 
governed under the optional code. 

35A.08.110 Authentication of Charter form as prescribed in 
RCW 35.22.110> as amended by Chap. 47, Laws of 1965 (Ex. Sess.) 



SUMMARY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 3SA.09 

Amendment or Revision of Charters 

35A.09.0l0 Any amendment may be initiated by the legislative body, 
published as required for a charter upon its adoption 
(Chap. 35A.08), and an election held on the amendment. 
If ratified the amendment becomes part of the charter 
organic law. (Method provided in Const. Art. XI, sec. 10, 
as amended.) 

35A.09.020 A proposed amendment may be initiated by a peti'tion con­
t~ining signatures equal to 20 percent of the votes cast 
at the last general municipal election and may be sub­
mitted to the voters at a general or special election. 
Publication is as provided in Chapter 35A.08. Upon 
approval the amendment becomes part of the charter organic 
law. 

35A.09.030 Upon a petition containing signatures equal to 20 percent 
of the vote~ cast in the last municipal election, a 
charter commission shall be elected to revise, add to or 
repeal the charter or prepare a new charter. If the vote 
at such election does not favor election of a charter 
commission, t he matter ends there. 

35A.09.040 The submissio~ of a new, revised or altered charter after 
deliberation of the commission is as provided in Chapter 
35A.08. 

35A.09.050 The proposed charter is published once each week for four 
weeks next preceding the election. 

35A.09.060 The election is conducted in the manner provided for 
elections in the charter code city. 

35A.09.070 If the charter is approved, it goes into effect, but if new 
offices are 'created, the charter is not effective until the 
election and qualification of new officers at the next 
general election or at a .special election. 



SUMMARY 

TITL~ 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 3SA.1U 

Provisions Applicable to Adoption and Abandonment of Charter Code City 
Classification 

35A.10.010 Existing classifications will not apply to charter code 
cities, which by adoption of such classification elect 
to be governe<l by the optional code. 

3SA.10.020 A charter code city which has been so classified for 
more than 6 years may abandon such classification and 
either revert to a former classification, if any~ or adopt 
the highest classification for which qualified by popula­
tion. 

35A.10.030 Abandonment of the charter code city ·classification may 
be initiated by a resolution of the legislative body or 
by a petition containing signatures equal to 20 percent 
of the votes cast in the last general municipal election~ 
seeking reversion to a prior class, if any, or to the 
highest class for which qualified. An election is to be 
conducted thereon generally as provided in Chapter 35A.02, 
insofar as is applicable. 

35A.10o040 When a proposition for abandonment has been rejected by 
the voters, there shall be uo subsequent vote on abandon­
ment for 6 yearso 



SUMMARY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONATJ MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.1J 

Laws Governing Non-Charter Code Cities and Charter Code Cities - Powers 

35A.ll.010 Rights, Powers and Privileges • . The section confers on 
cities governed by the optional code the same basic identity 
and powers granted to cities under the existing statutes. 

35A.ll,020 Powers Vested in Legislative Bodies. Grants broad home~rule 
powers over the city's internal affairs, its employees and 
their working conditions insofar as consistent with this 
act; power to adopt ordinances and impose penalties. Code 
cities have all powers possible for a city to have under 
the state constitution and any authority ever given to any 
or all municipalities of the state. 

35A.ll.030 Applicability of General Law. Powers of code cities which 
are within the realm of state concern and regulation will 
be exercised in accordance with this optional code or the 
general law. 

35A.ll.040 Intergovernmental Cooperation and Action. Grants broad 
authority for intergovernmental cooperation with state. 
regional and federal officers and agencies and authority to 
accept conditional grants for a public purpose when condi­
tions are not in conflict with state or federal law. 

35A.ll.050 Statement of Purpose and Policy. The intent is to confer 
the greatest power of local self-government consistent with 
the state constitution. Construction should be liberal, in 
favor of city. 



SUMMARY 

TITLE 35A 

OPTIONAL MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 35A.12 

Mayor-Council Plan_Qf Government 

3SA.12.0l0 A mayor and a council comprise the elective officers. 
Cities under 2,500 in population shall have 5 councilmen, 
cities over 2,500, 7, and charters may provide for any 
uneven number not exceeding 11. 

35A.12.020 Appointive offices are to be as providerl by charter or 
ordinance and to include a chief of police and city clerk. 
The of fices of city clerk and city treasurer may be merged 
into one office. Some provision is to be made for legal 
services. Authority, duties, qualifications and compensaw 
ti on of appointive offices are to be provided by ordinance, 
subject to applicable statutes. 

35A.12.030 An elective officer must be a registered voter and a 
resident within the city for one year. 

35A.t2.040 The mayor and councilmen serve four year terms, council 
terms staggered. Council positions are to be numbered. 
Election is at large unless wards are provided by charter 
or ordinance. Qualification is by oath of office and as 
provided by law. 

35A.12.050 Conditions creating a vacancy are stated. Vacancies are 
filled by majority vote of the council until the next 
election. 

35A.12.060 Grounds for forfeiture of office are statedo The council 
decides when a forfeiture has occurred. A public hearing, 
on notice> must be granted, if requested. Council decision 
is subject to court review. 

35A.12.065 A .mayor pro tem or councilman pro tem may be appointed to 
serve in the absence or disability of the incumbent officer. 

35A.12.070 Salaries of mayor and councilmen are to be fixed by ordinance, 
not to be changed during the term of the incumbent. Salaries 
of first officers pending provision by ordinance are pre­
scribed. Expenses shall be paid by city. 

35A.12.080 Oaths of officers may be prescribed by charter or ordinance. 
Bonds are required of the clerk, treasurer, chief of police 
and other officers as prescribed by charter or ordinance. 
The city pays the premiums on bonds. 



Summary of Chapter 35A.12 (continued) 

35A.12.090 The mayor has the power of appointment and removal of 
appointive officers and employees, subject to civil service 
and with limitations as to removal of appointed police judge. 
Su~h authority may be delegated to heads of departments. 
Appointments are to be based on ability and training, with 
qualifications set by charter or ordinance. Confirmation 
by council is not required unless specified by charter or 
ordinance, but council may require confirmation when no 
qualifications have been set for an office. Terms at"e in­
definite unless set by cha·rter or ordinance. 

35A.12.100 The duties and authority of the mayor, as chief executive 
and administration officer of the city, are described., H.e 
presides over council meetings, may vote only in the event 
of a tie and has the power of veto, which may be overridden 
by vote of oi1e more than a majority of the council. He re­
ports and makes recommendations to the council and submits 
a proposed budget. He is ceremonial head of the city. 

35A.12.110 Meetings. The council and mayor meet at least once a month, 
time and place provided l>y or<lfoance, and special ·meetings 
may be called on notice. All actions must be taken at 
public meetings with notice given, b~t executive sessions 
may be held. The mayor presides if present or a substitute 
chairman may be appointed. A journal shall be kept. 

35A.12.120 A majority constitutes a quorum. Council determines its 
rules and order of business, including provision for the 
public to be heard. A roll call vote shall be taken at 
request of any member. Passage of any ordinance, franchise 
or for payment of money requires majority vote. 

35A.12.130 Prescrib~s the style and requisites for an ordinance and 
the manner of 1mbmission to mayor, approval or veto, and 
passage over a veto·. Effective date is Hve days :ifter 
publication except for emergency ordinan.ces requiring one 
more that1 a majority vote, ef·foctive upon passage. 

35A.12.l40 Existing provision for adoption of codes by reference is 
included and expanded to include any standarq technical 
code. Authentication and recording of code in form in 
which adopted is required and copies are to be available 
for pllblic examination. Code need not be published in 
newspaper. 

35A.12.150 Ordinances shall be authenticated and recorded in ·indexed 
book, open to the public. 

35A.12.160 Ordinances shall be published at least once in newspaper in 
general circulation, or official newspaper, or by posting. 
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Summary of Chapter 35A.12 (continued) 

35A.12 .170 Procedure for audit and allowance of demands against cit) 
is to be prescribed by charter or ordinance. 

35A.12~180 Division of city ~nto wards is authorized at option of the 
d.ty. 

35A.12.190 Council shall have powers as s et forth in Chapter 35A.ll. 



Elections 

Definitions 

City cle rk 
City council 
City precinct 
Residence 
Officer 

Registration 

RCW 

City clerk as r egistrar in city precincts 
Fees & compensations of registration 

officers 
Time & places for registration Cities & 

to·wns 
Time & places for registration Additional 

facilities in 1st, 2nd & 3rd class cities 
Transfers within city or town 
Cancellation for death 
Report of deaths to Secretary of State 

General Provisions 

Eligibility to hold office 
Elections in AA & A counties - terms of 

office - special elections 
Elections in 1st class Mayor Council cities 
Elections special elections, Class I - 9 

counties - by cities, towns and school 
districts 

Primaries lst, 2nd & 3rd class cities 
Procedure when no primary 
Declarations of candidacy Generally 
Declarations of candidacy 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 

class cities and certain districts 
Notice of primary 
Certification of measures - Ballot titles 
Ballot title - Superior Court appeal 
Notice of election - certification of 

measures 
Primary ballots - municipal elections 

The Recall 

*Officers 

Official Bonds 

Payment of premiums 
Scope of coverage 

RCW Chap. 

RCl-1 

29.0loOlO 
29.01.020 
29.0l.030 
29 . 01.040 
1.16.065 

29.07.020 

29.07.040 

29.07.100 

29.07.105 
29.10.010 
29.10.090 
29.10. 095 

42.04.020 

29 .13.020 
29.13.023 

29.13.030 
29.21.010 
29 . 21.015 
29.21.020 

29.21.060 
29. 27.030 
29.27.060 
29.27.067 

29.27.080 
29.30.070 

29.82 

48.28.040 
42.08.010 

- l -



Official Bonds (continued) 

Whp may maintain action RCW 
Leave of Court Required 
Recovery Limited to Amount of Bond 

Vacancies 

Causes of Vacancy 
Resignations, to whom made 
Term of person elected to fill vacancy 
City or town officers - unavailability 

by reason of enemy attack 

Misconduct 

Misconduct of public officer 
Powers may not be delegated for profit 
Intrusion into and refusal to surrender 

public off ice 
False report 
Public official making false certificate 
Falsely auditing and paying claims 
Misappropriation & falsification of accounts 
Misappropriation, etc. by treasurer 
Failure of duty a misdemeanor 
Improper conduct by certain justices 

Code of Ethics 

Municipal officers 
Definitions 
Interest in contracts prohibited -

excepted cases 
Remote interests 
Prohibited contracts are void - penalties 
City charter paramount to act 

Vouchers 

Requirement of certificates - penalty 
for false certificates 

*Employ~es 

General Provisions 

Definitions 
LAdd: Unfair practices of employer -

discrimination based on age, race, 
creed, color, or national origin pro­
hibited 

Discrimination based on age of employee -
exceptions 

Wage discrimination due to sex prohibited 

42.08.020 
42.08.030 
42.08.050 

42.12.010 
42.12.020 
42.12.030 

42.14.050 

42.20.010 
42.20.020 

42.20.030 
42.20.040 
42.20.050 
42.20.060 
42.20.070 
42.20.090 
42.20.100 
42.20.110 

42.23.010 
42.23.020 

42.23.030 
42.23.040 
42.23.050 
42.23.060 

42.24.030 

49.60.040 

49.60.2.00 

49.44.090 
49.12.1757 



General Provisions (continued) 

Veteran 's preference RCW 
Payroll deductions 
State supported retirement system 
Employment & reemployment • veteran 's 

preference 
Civil Service for firemen RCW Chap. 
Civil Service for police 
Firemen's rel ief and pensions 
1947 Act 
Firemen 1 s relief and pensions 
1955 Act 
Po lice relief and pensions in first clas s 

cities 
Voluntee·r fi remen 1 s relief and pensions 
Retirement First class cities 
State Employees Retirement 
State employees retirement - Federal 

Social Security 
State -wide city employees retirement 
Acceptance of old age insurance 
1941 Act 
Fe deral Social Security for public 

employees 
Lien for contributions to benefit plan 
Hour-s of labor - public works RCW 

Minimum wage & hour ac t 
Workmen'& coru}lensat ion 
(State, County and Munkipal 
Elective Adoption 

*Courts 

Magistrates 
J us tic es and constables 
Salaries and fees 
Jurisdiction and venue 
Night courts 

R.CW Chap . 
RC\-,' 

\V or.k) 

RCl\I Chap . 

Municipal courts - cities over 500,000 
Justice Courts 
Justices of the peace 
J ustice court districts 
Justice court COUlillissioners 
Municipal department s 
Municipal depar tments ~ alternate provisions 
Clerks and deputy clerks 
Salaries and expenses 
Income of cour t 
J urisdict ion and venue 
Magistrate's association 
Miscellaneous 

l+l .04.010 
41 .04.020, 030, 035 , 036 
41 . 04. 040 et seq 

73 .16.010 et seq 
41 . 08 
41.12 
41.16 

41 .18 

41 .20 

41.24 
41.28 
41.40 

41.41 
41.44 
41 . 4 7 

41 . 48 
00 .76 
49.28.020 
49.28.060 
49 .12.175 
l~q.46 

5 l. l 2. 050 

51. 12.110 

2.20 
3 .12 
3. 16 
3 .20 
3. 24 

35.20 
3 .30 
3 .34 
3. 38 
3 .42 
3e46 
3. 50 
3.54 
3.58 
3.62 
3.66 
3.70 
3o 74 

- 3 -



Pub 1 ic ;nect in gs 
~ity as, or in Jiking ~istrict 
City as, or in drainage <liscrict 
Ptiblication of notices 
~minent domain by cities 
Joint t;overnmeni: activities 
(ho::;pi.tal, jaiJ, armo1:y, carial) 
Local liqttoi:- option 
J.iquor funds 
Rminent donain .:301: citi.es 
.Public records 

Civil defense 
Cemeteries (city) 
Ini:et·3overnmental disposition 

of property 
Port district within city 
P.U.D.s within ..:ity, 

restl~ictions 

Sewer district within city 
\-later district 

RC'.·! Chap. 

RC\~ 

RCW Chap. 
RC~·J 

RC~·J Cbap. 

RCW 

RCl>l Chap. 

RCW 

Irriantion distr.ict - contract with Cl.t:Y 

Soil and water conservation district -
consultation with municipality 

Actions by and against city - pleading 

l.Jaterway district 
City ordinance as evidence 
Enforcement of judgment 
City - subject to garnishment 
Assessments against public 

lands 

*Fiscal 

(Establishment o.f) Division of 

RCW Chap. 

Municipal Corporations RCW 
Uniform system of accounting 
Separate accounts - annual reports 
Duty of officers 
Appointment of examiners 
Expense of division 
Expense of examination 
Census board 
Motor vehicle excise tax 

(Distribution to cities) 
Disposing of bonds - fiscal agency 

(destruction by cremation) 

l12. 32 
. 85 .05 

85.06 
65.16 

8.12 
36.62 
36.63,, 36.64 
66.40 
66.08.190, 66.08.210 
8.12 

l~0.14.270 

40.20.20 
38.52 
6$.12 

39.33.010 
53.08.240, 53.48.130 

54.0l~ 
Sl1.l6 
56.08.020 -.060 
57.04 •. 020, .110 
57.08.020, .045 
87.03.015 

89 .. 08.210 
4.08. ll 0, .120 
4. 92.C90 
4.36.100 

91.04.170, .240 
5.44.080 
6.04.140 et seq 
7.32.060 et· seq 

79.44 

43~09.190 et seq 
43.09.200 

43.62.020 
46 .. 68.100 

43.80 .. 030, .040 
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*Fi~cal (continued) 

Fiscal depositories RCW 
(authorizing investment in municipal 

obligations by savings banks, etc.) 
Excess levies ( 1140 mill 11) 
Investment in Federal Agency 

Bonds 
Taxation 

RCW Chap. 
RCW 

RCW Chap. 
RCW 

RCW Chap. 
Metropolitan municipal corporations 
Regional planning commission RCW 
Coordinatio.n of planning with 

conservation and development 

*Streets 

City streets as part of 
State highways RCW Chap. 

Highway advertising 
Limited access facilities 
Parking facilities 
Toll bridges> tunnels & ferries RCW 
Toll facility aid districts 
Railroad crossings 
(Procedure to establish, maintenance, 

inspection) 

*Traffic 

General Provisions 

Red lig~ts - emergency vehicles RCW 
Load pennits 
Maximum speed limits 
Speed - increases and decreases in 

limits by local authority 
Speed limits p limited access facilities 
Minimum speed limits 
Maxi1I1Um weight, size or speed in 

traversing bridges, etc. 
Speed traps outlawed 
School patrol 
Prohibited parking places 
Removal of disabled vehicles - impounding 
Charges - towing service contracts 
Towing service - posting 

32.,20.050, .. 120 

33.24.030, .050, .oso 
8-4.52.050, .052, .056 

39.60 
82 .. 04.050 
82.0B.170 
82.16 
82.34.020 
82.36.100 
82.36.275 
82.40.020 
82.40.047 
82.40.290 
82.44.150 
84.60 
35.58 
36.70.060 

43.21.185 

47.24 
47.42 
47 .. 52 
47.54 
47.56.250, .257 
47.57 
81.53 

81.54 

46.37.190 
46.44 .. 096 
46.48.0U 

46.48.014 
46.48.041 
46.48.015 

46.48.080 
46.48.120 
46.48.160 
46.48.270 
46.48.310 
46.48 .. 320 
46.,480330 
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*Tr.affic (continued} 

General Provisions 

Peace officers• report - accidents RCW 
Reports confidential 
Stolen & abandoned vehicles 
Driving over fire hose 
Leaving debris en roadway (after accident) 
Disobedience of traffic control devices 
Disobedience of signals of officer or flagmen 
Refusal to give information to or cooperate 

with peace officer 
Causing or permitting vehicle to be 

unlawfully operated 
Aiding etc. commission of violations 
Traffic citations - records, etc. 
Nonappearance, misdemeanor 
Procedure governing arrest and prosecution 
General penalty - misdemeanor 
Bicycles RCW Chap. 
Traffic control signals and devices 

Traffic schools 

*Parks and Libraries 

Purchases of property for 
Recreation district 
Parks 

*Plats 

Public libraries 
(obscenity - exemption) 
Preservation of historical 
Public Lands 

Recording 
Defective plats legalized 
Vacation (Code 1881) 
Control (Code 1937) 

RCW 

RCW Chap. 
RCW 

materialsRCW Chap. 
RCW 

RCW Chap. 

State agency for survey and maps 
Townsites on U. s. land 
Public Lands RCW 

46.52.070 
46.52.080 
46.52.110 
46.56.110 
46.56.140 
46056.170 
46.56.180 

46.56.190 

46.56.200 
46.56.210 
46 .. 64 .. 010 
46.64.020 
46.64.030 
46.64.050 
46.47 
46.60 
47.36 
46.83 

39.30.010 
36.69.030 
67.20.010, 
27 .. 12 

9.680015 
27.48 
79.08.080 
79.08.110 

58.08 
58.10 
58.11 
58.16 
58.24 
58.28 
79.01.100 
79.01.104 
79.01.128 
79.01.176 
79.01.340 
79.01.384 
79.01.388 

.030 

- 6 - I 



*Services and Utilities 

Operating agencies (electrical) RCW Chap. 
Electric franchises & rights of way 

*Harbors & Tide & Shorelands 

*Buildings 

Bui lding permits 
Electrical wiring 

*Airports 

Municipal airports 1941 Act 
" " 1945 Act 

Airport zoning 

*Health and Safety 

RCW 

RCW Chap. 

Health districts RCW Chap . 
Cities 20,000 - 100,000 excluded 
from health districts unless they 
have combined to form a district or 
petitioned to join, City of 100,000 
not to be included 
City Health Boards and Officers 
1st class cities now exempted from duty 

to appoint health officer 
Combined city - county heatth departments 

(now - cities over 100,000 may combine) 
Municipal contracts for health services 
Public health funds 
Health precautions at seaports 
Pesthouses, quarantines & miscellaneous 

health provisions 

Vital statistics 

Control and treatment of 
venereal diseases 

Boarding homes 
.Nursing homes 
Food and beverage workers permit 
Fluid milk 
Meat inspection 
Mosquito control 
Fireworks 

RCW 
RCW Chap. 
RCW 

RCW Chap. 

RCW 
RCW Chap. 

43.52 
80032 

79.010004 - .036 
79.16.375, . 405 ~ .410 
88.24 
88.32 

36. 21. 040 ' • 060 
19.28 part. 

14 .. 07 
14.08 
14.12 

70.46 

70.04 

70.08 

70.09 
70.12 
70.16 

70.20 
70.54.040 
70.58 
43.20.090 

70.24 
18.20 
18.51 
69. 06. 010' • 020 
15.36 
16.49 
17.28, 70.22 
70.77 
70.74 
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*Health (continued) 

Earthquake resistance standards 
Swimming pools 
Air pollution control 

*Crimes and Nuisances 

Unlawful acts 
Subversive activities 
Procedure 
Juveniles 
Nuisances 

Public Works 

General provisions 
Contractor's bond 
Prevailing wages 
Liens 
Aliens 
Preferential purchases 

Emergency public works 
Assessments against public lands 
Federal property (surplus) 
Limitation of indebtedness 
Bonds 

RCW Chap. 

RCW Chap. 

Funding indebtedness - applies to any 
city or town 

Interest rate on warrants 
Taxing district relief 
Validation of bonds & finance proc. 

70.86 
70.90 
70.94 

From Title 9 

From Title 10 
From Titles 13 & 28 

7.48, 9.66, 17.04.160, 
17 .08.130 

39.04 
39.08 
39.12, 39.16 
60.28 
39.20 
39.24, 43078.130. 43.78.160 
19.06.020 
39.28 
79.44 
39.32 
39.36 
39.44 

39.52 
39.56 
39.64 
39.90 
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